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Teacher’s Guide  
 
INTRODUCTION: Fake news has been 
making headlines a great deal recently. 
While there are many lessons out there 
showing students how to spot false 
information when they see it, there aren’t 
many lessons explaining how to avoid 
fake news in the first place.  This lesson 
offers strategies for commanding your 
search engine to find you credible, timely 
and on-target resources.   This lesson 
features an engaging poster to print out 
and display in your classroom, library or 
computer lab.  It appears on the final 
page of this Teacher’s Guide:  
 
The four points that the poster lists are:  

● Researching your source to 
determine credibility  

● Using credible sources as a 
search term 

● Improving searches by limiting search results by date range 
● Using quotation marks to link words into a term 
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This teacher’s guide suggests some ways to discuss the four points with students and 
gives examples to help students understand how to use these strategies.  This 
teacher’s guide finishes with a suggested student activity extension.  
 
Note that these strategies have been tested in both Google and Bing and work 
effectively.  
 
TIME:  15 minutes for just presentation and discussion with students.  45 minutes if you 
consider doing the student activity either as a worksheet or as a Google Form.  
 
PROCEDURE:  
 
Teacher can place the poster in the room or show the pdf version of it on the projector. 
Discuss the four different strategies in turn.  Points to make while elaborating on these 
strategies are listed below.  
 

RESEARCH YOUR SOURCES:   
 
In today’s world, it is not enough to research your topic, you now have to research 
your sources as well!  This extra check on your sources will allow you to have an 
extra degree of confidence in your information and checking them should not take a 
student more than two to three minutes of additional time.  
 
There are two steps to take.  
 
STEP 1: ABOUT US PAGE: The first is to look at the front page of the Web site. 
Students should know to shorten the URL to just the domain name in order to access 
the front page.  For instance:  
 

http://www.smithsonianmag.com/videos/category/science/what-can-a-puff-adde
r-snake-bite-do-to-a-rhino/ 
 
Remove all of the blue highlighted text to get to just the domain name.  In this 
example, the domain name is  www.smithsonianmag.com  

 
Once at the front page of the Website, look at the top section of the web page as well 
as the bottom section for a link that says ABOUT or ABOUT US.  Almost all Websites 
have this page that explains more about their Website’s mission, their writers, and 
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sometimes how they get their funding.  You want to understand their purpose for 
sharing information with the world and this is the best place to discover that purpose.  
 
Realize that this information, while very useful, is always going to paint a highly 
positive picture of the Web site, which is the reason why you need another web site 
that is going to give you some more information about your source.  
 
STEP 2: FIND A WEB “REVIEW” OF YOUR SOURCE: What you need is another 
web site who has looked at your web source and has an opinion about it.  For this 
step, Wikipedia is an excellent choice.  Since Wikipedia is “crowd sourced,” many 
people who have opinions on your source have added them to a Wikipedia article for 
the actual source.  Sometimes the Wikipedia articles will elaborate on the bias or 
slant of the source, whether it has a long history of publication, whether it has 
extremely close ties to a government or another organization and even whether the 
information is a known hoax Web site.  
 
One only needs to scan the Wikipedia article to tell whether the source is worth using. 
 
This step would not need to be done for every source located.  If a research already 
has great familiarity with the source -- perhaps it is a researcher’s hometown 
newspaper or a source that has been suggested in the past by a teacher -- then 
these steps could be skipped.  

USE A CREDIBLE RESOURCES AS A SEARCH TERM:  
 
If a researcher already knows a source that they believe will have credible information 
on their topic, then they can add it to their keyword search strategy.  If they place the 
full domain address at the beginning of the search strategy, then the search engine 
will put any results from that source at the top of the search results page. For 
instance, take a look at the following search strategy:  
 

www.smithsonian.mag rhino 
 
The top five search results will all be from within the Smithsonian Magazine’s Web 
site and all five will have the word rhino in it.  A teacher could help students 
brainstorm a list of preferred web sites from which to gather information and 
encourage students to pick from those sites first.  Realize that you have to do them 
one at a time, however.  
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IMPROVE YOUR SEARCH BY SELECTING A DATE RANGE:  
 
Once a student or teacher learns this simple trick, they will be using it on all of their 
searches! Both Google and Bing allow users to limit searches by date with an 
easy-to-access tool.  
 
When using Google, select the “Tools” option which is below the search box.  For 
Bing, the date limiting tool is already present.  It shows as a drop-down menu that 
likely says “Any Time” at the top.  Clicking on “Any Time” will allow a user to select 
from some pre-configured times such as last month, last week or last year.  
 
There is also a “Custom Range” choice at the bottom which will allow a user to 
specify any date range.  This would be an especially useful thing if an event occurred 
and students only wanted to view information pertaining to the aftermath of that 
event. (This information is correct as of January 15, 2017).  
 

USE QUOTATION MARKS TO LINK WORDS INTO ONE TERM:  
 
When a search term is made of two or more words, it is generally more efficient when 
you tell your search engine that you wish for them to be searched as a string.  This is 
also quite simple: you just put quotation marks around them. For instance:  
 

“George Washington”  
“Washington DC”  
“Saudi Arabia”  
“Treaty of Ghent”  

 

 
STUDENT ACTIVITY:  
These four simple strategies can be put into play with nearly any student research project. 
Projects that focus on current topics and play to the strengths of information that is available for 
free on the Web are best.  
 
Students can be asked to reflect on how they used these four simple strategies by filling out the 
following student worksheet as they gather their information.  This worksheet has been 
designed to be very brief. Consider photocopying the pdf poster on the other side of the 
worksheet.  
 
THANK YOU FOR DOWNLOADING THIS ACTIVITY FROM TEACHERS PAY TEACHERS!  If 
you liked it, please consider rating it!  Also consider following “Info and Lit” to get 
information about other FREE PRODUCTS that help to combat students using false 
information! 
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Name ________________________________________________ 

 

COMMAND YOUR SEARCH ENGINE 
To find timely, credible and on-target information 

 

Student Worksheet: Demonstrate how the following research strategies affected your 
information searching by answering the following brief questions.  
 
My subject or research question: _________________________________________________ 
 
SOURCE CREDIBILITY: One source that I found was:  
 
The site’s “About” page told me that:  
 
A Wikipedia article about this source told me that:  
 

TARGETING SOURCES: A source that I chose to “target” was:  
 
My search strategy was:  
 

TIMELY SOURCES:  I chose to limit my searches by the following time 
frame:  
 

QUOTATIONS AROUND SEARCH TERMS:  
 
This is how I may have used quotations in my search strategy:  
 

 

 No Fake News - Search Strategies - Teacher’s Guide 6 



 
COMMAND YOUR SEARCH ENGINE... 

...to find CREDIBLE, TIMELY and ON-TARGET sources 

KNOW THE CREDIBILITY OF YOUR SOURCE:  

Research your sources 
Find out what people are saying about your source.  Does it have a long history of 
journalism or was it created yesterday? Is it biased? Or even fake?  Check on it!  
TARGET WHAT SOURCES ARE CREDIBLE:  

Websites can be search terms  
If you use the domain name of a source that you trust as your first search time, your 
search engine will return results from that site at the top of their list.  

TARGET WHAT´S TIMELY:  

Date range tool improves searches.   
When using this tool, consider what date ranges make the most sense for your 

search.  

TARGET ON-POINT RESULTS:  

Quote marks can link terms.  
When your search strategy is a string of words, place quotation marks round the 
entire string to connect the words together.  Names of individuals are good examples.  
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